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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

^ 1 . (Currently Amended) In combination: / 

a maieF -water-handling household cleaning appliance having at least one intemal com- 
ponent, the at least one intemal component having at least one male fitting thereon: and 

a tube having two ends, at least one of the ends bavins^ a tubular quick connect fitting 
thereon, the interior of the quick connect fitting retaininglv mA r eleasingly engaging the at least 
one male fittin g exterior , / 

2, (Currently Amended) The combination accordin/ to claim 1, wherein the m^e^-house- 
hold cleaning appliance has a plurality of intemal components, the intemal components each 
having at least one male fitting thereon, the tube ha/ving a quick connect fitting at both ends, 
one quick connect fitting being adapted to releasingly engage a male fitting on one intemal 
component, the other quick connect fitting bein/ adapted to releasingly engage a male fitting 
on another intemal component. / 

- 3. (Currently Amended) The combinapon according to claim 1 , wherein the tube is a drain 
tube adapted to drain water fi:om within the maje^-household cleaning appliance. 

4. (Original) The combination according to claim 1, wherein the tube is a corrugated 
tube. / 

5. (Currently Amended) A quick connect assembly for use in household cleaning appli- 
ances, the quick connect ass|Smbly comprising: 

a quick connect fitting having a tubular quick connect retainer sleeve; and a tubular 
quick connect retainer fitting within and being integrated into the tubular sleeve, 

the quick connect fitting being adapted to be removably attached to a [[fit-ting]] fitting 
in the household clejffiing appliance. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The quick connect assembly recite^ in claim 5, wherein the 
quick connect fitting is fabricated from plastic. 



7. (Currently Amended) A quick connect assembly forXise in household cleaning appli- 
ances, the household cleaning appliance having at least orp fitting therein, the quick connect 
assembly comprising: 

a length of corrugated tubing; 

a tubular quick connect retainer sleeve integralyfo the corrugated tubing; and, 
a tubular quick connect retainer fitting within/and being integrated into the sleeve. 

8. (Original) The quick connect assembly recited in claim 7, wherein the quick con- 
nect retainer sleeve is monolithic with the corrugated tubing. 

9. (Original) The quick connect assembly recited in claim 8, wherein the quick con- 
nect assembly is adapted to be removably attached to the fitting. 



10. (Original) The quick conne/t assembly recited in claim 9, wherein the quick con- 
nect assembly is fabricated fi"om plasti 



11. (Currently Amended) A quick connect tubing assembly for use in fitajef -water-handling 
household cleaning appliance applications comprising: 
a length of corrugated tubin g having two ends : 

a tubular quick connect retainer sleeve monolithically formed with the corrugated tub- 
in g and extending fi-om ony of the corrugated tubing ends to form a free end of the corrugated 
tubing; and 

a tubular quick cc^nnect retainer fitting within and being integral with the tubular sleeve, 
the quick cormect reta/ner comprising: an outwardly extending flange extending firom a first 
end thereof : an inwaraly extending flange extending fi"om a second end thereof : and an inter- 
mediate wall portion connecting the outwardly extending flange and the inwardly extending 
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flanee . the outwardly extending flange engaging a free end of tubuly quick connect retainer 
sleeve . / 

12. (Currently Amended) A corrugated tubing assembly comprising: 
a length of flexible corrugated tubing; / 

a tubular quick connect sleeve monolithic with one em of the corrugated tubing; and 
a tubular quick connect retainer fitting within and/oeing attached to the interior of the 
quick coimect sleeve, the quick connect retainer having / plurality of inwardly extending resil- 
ient fingers, the resiUent fingers being adapted to retaulingly and releasingly engage a male fit- 
ting. / 

13. (Original) The corrugated tubing assembly according to claim 12, fiirther compris- 
ing: / 

an elastomeric sealing ring adapted to4ealingly engage the male fitting. 

14. (Original) The corrugated tuping assembly according to claim 13, wherein the 
quick connect sleeve has a stepped cir<mlar interior comprising: a quick connect retainer por- 
tion having a first inner diameter; a seal portion having a second diameter, the second diameter 
being smaller than the first diametd^; and a seal retaining portion having a third diameter, the 
third diameter being smaller than me second diameter, the seal portion being between the quick 
connect retainer portion and the^ seal retaining portion, the seal retainer portion being mono- 
lithic with the length of corrupted tubing, the quick connect retainer engaging the quick con- 
nect retainer portion of the stepped circular interior, 

15. (Original) The corrugated tubing assembly according to claim 14, wherein the elas- 
tomeric sealing ring fits radially within the inside diameter of the seal portion of the stepped 
circular interior and /fits axially against a shoulder formed between the seal portion of the 
stepped circular interior and the seal retaining portion of the stepped circular interior. 

16. (OriginaO The corrugated tubing assembly according to claim 14, wherein the 

quick connect/retainer has an annular shape with an outwardly extending flange at one end 
/ -4- 
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thereof and an inwardly extending flange at the other end thereof, the outwardly extending 
flange engaging a free end of the quick connect sleeve, the inwardly extending flange engaging 
a shoulder formed between the quick connect retainer portion/of the stepped circular interior 
and the seal portion of the stepped circular interior. / 

17. (Original) The corrugated tubing assembly Recording to claim 16, wherein the 
quick connect retainer inwardly extending flange is formed of a plurality of discontinuous 
flange sections. / 

18. (Currenfly Amended) A method of removably attaching tubing to water-handling 
household cleaning appliances, the household cleaning appliance having at least one male fit- 
ting, said method comprising the steps of; / 

providing a quick connect assembly integral with a length of tubing, said quick connect 
assembly comprising: a tubular quick connect retainer sleeve; and a tubular q uick connect re- 
tainer fitting within and being integral withr the tubular sleeve; and 

retainingly and removably attaching said quick connect assembly to said fitting. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 18, wherein the quick connect 
retainer includes a plurality of radially spaced apart flexible fingers and the step of retaining 
and removably attaching said quioK connect assembly includes flexing the plurality of flexible 
fingers with an radially outwardly extending flange on said at least one fitting. 

20. (Original) A tubirig assembly comprising: 

a length of tubing, at least a portion of the tubing, including an end of the tubing, being 
formed from a thermoplas/ic elastomer; 

a quick connect jsleeve monolithic with the end of the length of the tubing formed of 
thermoplastic elastomer; and 

a quick connect retainer integrated into the quick connect retainer sleeve. 

21. (Original) / The tubing assembly according to claim 20, wherein the quick connect 

retainer comprises: an outwardly extending flange; an inwardly extending flange; and an inter- 
ns- 



Docket No. 6911-3 
I Serial No. 10/044,058 

mediate wall portion connecting the outwardly extending flange with the inwardly extending 
flange. 

22. (Original) The tubing assembly accordins^to claim 20, wherein the quick connect 
retainer includes a plurality of inwardly extending /esilient fingers, the resilient fingers being 
adapted to retainingly and releasingly engage a male fitting. 

23. (Currently Amended) In combination: / 

a majeF -water-handling household ^cleaning appliance having at least one intemal 
component, the at least one intemal component having at least one male fitting thereon; and 

a tube having at least a portion formed of thermoplastic elastomer, at least one end of 
the tube being formed of the thermoplastic elastomer, the at least one end of the tube being 
formed of the thermoplastic elastomer having a quick connect fitting thereon, the quick connect 
fitting interior r etainingly and releasingly engaging the at least one male fittin g exterior , the 
tubing adjacent the quick connecl/retainer sleeve having a smaller diameter than the quick con- 
nect retainer sleeve, the tubin/ smaller diameter portion sealingly engaging the at least one 
male fitting. / 



24. (New) The combination according to claim 4, wherein the tubular quick connect fitting 
is monolithic with the time. 



